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“Having Fun Raising Funds”

A Holiday Message 

It’s hard to believe that it's December. The 
year 2020 is almost at an end, and most 
of us will be pleased to see it go. The 
highlight of the year was the celebration 
of the Rose Bud Auxiliary's first birthday in 
late February, and then the Covid-19 
pandemic changed everything. All of our 
exciting plans for the year ground to a halt 
but the generous spirit of the Rose Buds 
could not be stopped.  

Our members continued to volunteer their 
time and talents to assist deserving 
participants affiliated with Helping Hands 
of Henderson, created thousands of 
masks for St. Rose staff members, and 
donated new clothing to the St. Rose 
Kindness Kloset.  

Our toiletry drive collected over 3,500 
items for Helping Hands clients, and one 
of our Rose Buds donated an almost-new 
automobile which is used daily to 
transport homebound seniors to medical 
appointments.  

We are proud of our wonderful members, 
who exemplify humankindness in so 
many ways. 

We are thrilled to be nationally recognized 
by CommonSpirit Health (the parent 
company of Dignity Health) as one of their 
leading hospital giving societies in the 
United States. This is amazing, as we are 
the newest auxiliary.


It has been our pleasure and honor to 
serve as the co-founders and co-
presidents of the Rose Bud Auxiliary since 
its inception in February of 2019. 

We extend our best wishes to all of you for 
a healthy and happy 2021! 

Patricia Lindberg and Priscille Atkisson
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“Having Fun Raising Funds”

Rose Bud Auxiliary 
2021 Board of Directors

To our Rose Bud Auxiliary Members, a 
most heartfelt thank you for your 
support of our Officers for 2021: 

President:  Bella Meese 

Vice President: Susan Parks 

Ambassador: Patricia Lindberg 

Treasurer:  Open 

Secretary:  Joanne Joyce 

Communications: Sharron Grodzinsky 

Public Relations: Priscille Atkisson 

Membership: Sherry Eischen 

Raffles:  Adrienne Cogil 

Special Events: Stella Giordano and     
   Charlie Bouchard 

As your President I look forward to 
working with this great leadership team 
to continue our commitment to Dignity 
Health - St. Rose Dominican, Siena 
Campus. Thanks to the foresight and 
leadership of founding members 
Patricia Lindberg and Priscille Atkisson 
and the Board of Directors for 2020, the 
Rose Bud Auxiliary was able to raise 
over $100,000 for St. Rose cardiac 
care.  

Our goal, as your Board for 2021, is to 
maintain our identity as a fund-raising 
organization for the hospital and to show 
our support for the Helping Hands of 
Henderson Program, Kindness Kloset 
and charity care programs. 

This coming year will be especially 
difficult for the hospital. Dignity Health - 
St. Rose Dominican is the only faith-
based, not-for-profit health ministry in 
southern Nevada. The COVID-19 virus 
has affected so many of our residents 
and none more so than those who come 
to St. Rose without the ability to cover 
the costs of their medical care. St. 
Rose’s care and compassion have not 
wavered. 

We will develop fund-raising events 
and other volunteer activities that will 
continue to support our hospital and 
its charitable programs. Working with 
the mandates from our government, 
the legal responsibilities and 
requirements of the hospital will 
continue to guide the way we can 
personally interact together. 

Thank you for your continued support of 
Dignity Health - St. Rose Dominican, 
and we look forward to bringing you 
information very soon about the 
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“Having Fun Raising Funds”

Rose Bud Auxiliary 
2021 Board of Directors 
(continued)

volunteer opportunities and fund-raising 
events in which everyone can be 
comfortable participating. 

Please know that your ideas and 
suggestions for the Rose Bud Auxiliary 
are always welcome. You can reach me 
at: 702-407-0970 or 
Bellameese@yahoo.com. 

On behalf of our 2021 Rose Bud Auxiliary 
Board, have a safe and happy holiday 
season. We look forward to being able to 
meet with you soon.

 

Spotlight on: 
Patricia Lindberg 
Board Ambassador

Patricia Lindberg is a native of New 
Jersey and she and her husband Arthur 
moved to SCA in June of 2013. Her 
professional career focused upon 
overseeing fundraising administration for 
healthcare and higher education 
institutions. She served as President of 
the SCA Women’s Club in 2017 and 
2018. Her dream to establish a new 
auxiliary to support St. Rose Dominican 
Hospital was realized in February of 
2019 when she and Priscille Atkisson 
co-founded the Rose Bud Auxiliary. 
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Chicks with Sticks

During this Covid-19 pandemic, our 
doctors, nurses and health care workers 
have been working around the clock to 
care for patients.   

The corona-virus has necessitated 
maximum usage of all types of Personal 
Protective Equipment, and, after long 
hours of wearing masks, ears were 
chafed and hurting, so the "mask 
extender" idea emerged and who else 
but Sharon Royer came to the rescue.   
The Rose Bud Auxiliary was contacted 
for help and so Sharon and her friends, 
(namely, ”The Happy Hookers” and 
“Chicks with Sticks”) came to the 
rescue. They crocheted and knitted 
mask extenders that could be easily 
placed onto the masks with buttons, and 
all were donated at no charge by our 
members and friends and it worked out 
beautifully!   

Several times per week, hundreds of 
extenders were delivered at the hospital 
doors for all workers at all campuses.   

The pain, chafing, and discomfort...all 
gone and the workers are extremely 
grateful for the Rose Buds coming to 
their rescue.   

Now, that's what humankindness is truly 
all about. 

Pressure Relief for the Ears
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Spotlight On: 
Bella Meese 
Board President

A volunteer most of her life, Bella spent 
her career in high-level administrative 
positions with the California state 
government. When she retired to Sun 
City Anthem, she served on the HOA 
for six years and then took on the 
responsibilities of president for one 
year. Bella was also president of the 
Women's Club for two years and was 
appointed by the Mayor to the City of 
Henderson’s Community Development 
Block Grant Advisory Committee, 
where she served for six years. She 
will be our 2021 Rose Bud Auxiliary 
President.

Meet: 
Susan Parks 
Board Vice President 

Susan lived in the Los Angeles, 
California, area from the age of 13. 
She worked for the Department of 
Water and Power, City of Los Angeles, 
for 33 years. Susan retired as the 
Board Secretary for the Board of Water 
and Power Commissioners in 2004. 
Susan and her husband then moved to 
Granite Falls, a town in Washington 
State. The weather finally got the better 
of them and they decided to move back 
to sunshine. On an RV trip, they 
discovered Sun City Anthem in 
Henderson, bought a home, and 
moved in September 2014. They love 
volunteering and living here. 
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Our Auxiliary supported the Dignity 
Health - St. Rose Dominican Kindness 
Kloset this year. Often when patients 
come to one of St. Rose's three 
emergency rooms, it isn’t typically 
planned, and many of the patients 
come with just the clothes on 
their backs. St. Rose serves many 
homeless patients in our community 
and is dedicated to helping give them 
comfort as well as healing.  

The need has been greater than ever 
this year with all that is going on in our 
community. To address this need, St. 
Rose created a Kindness Kloset, 
providing new clothes for  patients. 
They used so much of their inventory 
this year that the supply of clothing was 
almost depleted. 

The Rose Bud Auxiliary stepped right 
up and contributed outerwear, 
underwear, and socks. Among the 
contributors was our own Bonnie Kuhl 
and her husband, Bryan.  

The Kindness Kloset is very close to our 
hearts. St. Rose is now able to provide 
patients with clean clothes and warm 
socks as they leave the hospital.

The Kindness Kloset

With the help of clothing donations 
from the Rose Bud Auxiliary, these 
patients leave having received 
medical care with dignity, and new 
clean clothes.     

Kindness Closet Donations
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Spotlight On: 
Priscille Atkisson 
Public Relations

Priscille Atkisson's earlier professions 
as a Boston model and opera singer 
were followed by years in healthcare 
as an area director for hospitals in 
various states. 
She is married to Raymond, a military 
Navy pilot, and has lived in Las Vegas 
and Henderson for the past 17 years. 
Leaving her current position of co-
president and co-founder of the Rose 
Bud Auxiliary, Priscille is looking 
forward to her new position on the 
2021 board as the Public Relations 
Director.  
She enjoys creating video productions 
and reporting, and has met interesting 
people along the way.  
She belongs to several other Sun City 
Anthem clubs and enjoys shopping 
sprees with her friends, eating out,  
and coordinating parties for all types 
of occasions at her home, as well as 
making new friends. 

Meet: 
Joanne Joyce 
Board Secretary

Born in Montana, Joanne moved to 
California and began a career with 7-
Eleven Inc. in 1967. She worked for 
this great company for 45 years, 
holding the position of Senior Director 
of Franchise until her retirement in 
2013.  During her career, she 
managed their United States 
Franchise Program, which entailed 
franchising 9,000 stores. 
She and her husband, Marvin, moved 
to Sun City Anthem in 2013, where 
she has been involved with the 
Women’s Club, the Neighborhood 
Watch Program, the Emergency 
Preparedness Service Group, the 
Covid-19 Task Force and now the 
Rose Bud Auxiliary. 
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The heartfelt letter below is from Natasha Mulrooney and the St. Rose Leadership 
Team. They have used $62,100 from the funds we have raised to date for needed life 
saving equipment. It is also a grateful acknowledgement of all that the Rose Buds 
have accomplished this year, even during this pandemic. It is our privilege to pass 
it on to you, our generous and loyal Rose Buds.  
Sincerely,  
Patricia and Priscille 

Hello, 
This year has been one of the most challenging we have ever faced in healthcare. 
Through it all you have been supporting us, and we could not be more grateful to you! 
The generous funds you continue to donate work magic for our hospitals, patients, 
staff, physicians, and community. You are all Lifesavers! You recently helped to 
purchase lifesaving equipment for our cardiology patients. 
  
We were in desperate need of a new ultrasound device, which assists the 
cardiologists in locating the vein or artery to show them exactly where to introduce 
the needle for a procedure. The machine we had was outdated and unrepairable. 
This equipment will save thousands of patients’ lives and make the work our 
physicians do so much easier. 
  
The second device is a trans esophageal probe, used to visualize the structure and 
valves in the heart. We have seen a great increase in the need for these trans 
esophageal echo procedures and were unable to accommodate as many patients 
without having an additional probe. This makes surgeries safer and recoveries much 
quicker for our heart patients. 
  
Because of your generosity and kindness so many patients will be able to be with 
their families longer, and make more memories.  Because of your donations, 
someone else will receive the best gift of all, the gift of life and more time. 
  
With Immense Gratitude, 

Natasha Mulrooney, Philanthropy Manager, St. Rose Dominican Health Foundation and 
The St. Rose Dominican Leadership Team
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A Message from Stella Giordano 
and Charlie Bouchard,  
Co-Directors of Special Events  

We all miss seeing everyone at our 
Mix and Mingles and other Rose 
Bud Auxiliary special events. We 
are awaiting approval by the St. 
Rose Dominican Health Foundation 
leadership, under current state 
guidelines, to proceed with our Mix 
and Mingles and other fundraising 
events.  

We will have our first event at 
Buckman's Restaurant as soon as 
soon as we receive this approval.  
Please remember, as you wind 
down the tax year 2020, to support 
the St. Rose Dominican Health 
Foundation's year-end fundraising. 
Please include a note with your 
check that you are a Rose Bud 
Auxiliary member so that the 
Auxiliary receives credit for your 
donations.    

              Thank you! 

Special Events

Stella had a varied 25-year career as a 
civilian working for the Dept. of the 
Army, and 10 years in marketing, 
sales, customer service and recruiting. 
Stella and her husband retired to Las 
Vegas 18 years ago. Living close to an 
award-winning hospital was one of the 
main attractions that SCA had to offer 
since her aging mother relocated with 
them.  
Stella has been active in the SCA 
community, serving as a member of 
numerous  SCA clubs, and a member 
of the St. Rose Dominican Health 
Foundation Outreach 
Committee presenting First Friday 
health seminars and serving as a 
board member for the SCA Women's 
Club and the Rose Bud Auxiliary.   

Stella Giordano 
Co-Director, Special Events
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Charlie Bouchard 
Co-Director, Special Events

A resident of Sun City Anthem for 18 
years, Charlie had a 30-year career 
with Kraft General Foods. Her love of 
travel led her to be a Cruise 
Planner Franchise Owner & Travel 
Advisor for the last 16 years. She has 
been a Proud Board Member of the 
Rose Bud Auxiliary since its inception.

Sharron Grodzinsky 
Communications Director

Sharron Grodzinsky is a former nurse 
and medical administrator who now 
devotes her energies to writing, 
traveling and charitable work.  
She has had several books published 
and shares her life with her husband, 
Lennard, and two Pomeranians. 
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Meet: 
Adrienne Cogil 
Auxiliary Raffles

A Nevada native, Adrienne was 
born at Nellis A.F.B. She married 
and moved to Colorado where 
she lived for 27 years, working in 
the Hollow Tree for Keebler 
Cookies & Crackers for 23 years. 
She loves gardening and making 
floral arrangements. Adrienne 
moved to Las Vegas in 2000 and 
served on the Sun City  Anthem 
Women’s Club raffles committee 
for 11 and served director for 2 
years. Now she dedicates her 
time to Rose Bud Auxiliary and St. 
Rose Dominican Health 
Foundation.

Sherry Eischen 
Auxiliary Membership

Sherry and her husband lived in 
Hawaii for several years, but prior 
to that, they raised their children in 
Seattle, Washington.   
She worked as a program 
administrator at the University of 
Washington in the athletic 
department, and was fortunate 
enough to work with baseball, 
softball, swimming, and track and 
field. She got to travel to many NCAA 
playoff games and the College World 
Series.   
She and her husband enjoy their time 
here volunteering at Sun City Anthem 
and with the Rose Buds.  

For membership information please 
contact Sherry Eischen at: 
rosebudauxiliary.sherry@gmail.com
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A Letter to Our Members 

Dear Rose Bud Auxiliary Member, 
The year 2020 has been a challenging one for all of us. No one could have predicted 
how our lives would change. We’ve been forced to live in a “new normal” reality where 
many of us are separated from our loved ones, family and friends because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. We are grateful for your continued support during these 
difficult times. 
  
We have missed our social interactions and meeting with dear friends, neighbors and, 
especially you! Remember our great Mix and Mingle events and Having Fun Raising 
Funds? It seems so long ago that we all gathered at our Inaugural Gala, “An Evening at 
the Copa” which raised over $60,000 for Dignity Health - St. Rose Dominican’s cardiac 
care services. Many of us celebrated the Rose Bud’s festive First Birthday Party 
luncheon in late February. Right after that successful event, everything changed due to 
the pandemic and we no longer could hold in-person fundraising events due to social 
distancing rules. 
  
In its first year, the Rose Bud Auxiliary raised almost $100,000 for the St. Rose 
Dominican Health Foundation. From our humble beginnings of 30 people meeting for 
brunch in early 2019, we have grown to almost 200 members. We are eager to get 
back to our goal of raising needed funds for the Health Foundation. 
  
Dignity Health - St. Rose Dominican has been committed to meeting the healthcare 
needs of the diverse community it serves and is dedicated to delivering compassionate, 
high quality, affordable health services, partnering with others in the community to 
improve the quality of life. 
  
You will be receiving a special letter from the Health Foundation soon, which will tell you 
how your personal generosity can make a positive difference in the lives of so many in 
our community, including ourselves.   
  
We ask you to support St. Rose in this important initiative. Since we have been unable 
to raise needed funds from social gatherings, we are requesting that each member 
consider donating the amount you would have spent on Rose Bud special events. Your 
gift, of any amount, will be greatly appreciated because it provides resources that have 
an immediate impact on the quality of healthcare that St. Rose provides to our 
community. 
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A Letter to Our Members (cont.) 

As you plan your end of the year philanthropic commitments, we hope you will 
consider a donation to the St. Rose Dominican Health Foundation. Your contribution 
is an investment in our community and our Rose Bud Auxiliary’s future. We are 
eagerly looking forward to seeing you soon and hope to resume our general 
membership meetings and social gatherings in early 2021. 
  
Thank you in advance for your support of St. Rose.  

Sincerely, 

Board of Directors 
Rose Bud Auxiliary  


