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St. Rose Dominican Hospitals installed its third da Vinci XI 
robot-assisted operating system amid the initial wave of 
COVID-19. Surgeon Ashlee Justice, M.D., considers the 
timing of that acquisition, backed by donor support, 
significant to the growth of the hospital’s robotics program 
and to providing high caliber care amid the pandemic.

WHY IT WAS – AND IS – IMPORTANT 

As COVID-19 cases surged in southern Nevada, St. Rose 
took steps to limit the rate of infection among patients and 
hospital staff. One such step was delaying elective 
procedures such as joint replacements and reconstructive 
surgeries. Although that negatively impacted hospital 
revenues, Dr. Justice, who completed a general surgery 
residency with an emphasis in trauma and robotic 
surgeries, notes an upside.

“Our third da Vinci XI was purchased as part of strategic 
plans to increase St. Rose’s use of robotic-assistance in 
emergency situations,” says Dr. Justice. “While we had begun
using robotics in emergency situations before the pandemic,
COVID-19 is increasing surgeon interest in that effort.” 

The benefits of surgical robotics – which includes lower 
rates of hospital-acquired infection among surgical patients 
– are well documented. Yet, in the United States, the use of 
such advanced technology has been limited, almost 
exclusively, to elective procedures. That is rapidly changing. 

As elective surgeries were postponed across the nation, 

surgeons more routinely turned to robotic surgery systems 
to perform procedures that could not be delayed. “When a 
patient needs an emergency appendectomy or gallbladder 
removal, I am confident that the patient’s risk of infection 
will be reduced by using the da Vinci XI,” says Dr. Justice.

When performing robotic-assisted surgery, there is a 
socially safe distance between the surgical table and the 
da Vinci XI’s console Dr. Justice sits at. A high-definition, 
3D monitor optimizes her view of the patient’s anatomy. As 
she moves the system’s controls, the advanced technology 
translates her hand movements to tiny surgical instruments 
attached to slim robotic arms in real time. The robotic-
assisted da Vinci XI allows Dr. Justice to make smaller 
surgical incisions, and more nimbly access and operate on 
diseased or injured anatomy than if she performed the 
surgery through an open (traditional) procedure. With less 
disruption to the surrounding tissue and organs, the 
patient’s infection risk is typically reduced because their 
healing time and hospital stay is generally shorter. 

“COVID-19 is pushing hospitals and medical teams to 
invest in and learn to use the latest, safest surgical 
technologies,” says Dr. Justice. St. Rose’s commitment to 
surgical robotics has put the hospital and its surgical teams 
ahead of that curve. 

To learn more about supporting surgical robotics at the 
Siena or San Martín hospitals, call the Health Foundation 
at 702-616-4545 or visit supportstrose.org.

ST. ROSE’S THIRD DA VINCI XI
SUPPORTED BY DONORS

Thank you to everyone who participated in the 23rd annual “Swing for St. Rose” 
Golf Tournament on October 19! More than 115 players, sponsors, donors, and 
volunteers came out to support St. Rose and enjoy a gorgeous day at the beautiful 
SouthShore Country Club. The tournament featured a continental breakfast, ticket 
drop, putting contest and shotgun start in the morning followed by an awards 
reception, including a live auction, after golf. We had great weather, great teams 
and great prizes. Thanks to our participants and sponsors, it was our most 
successful golf tournament yet, raising over $100,000 for the hospital’s programs 
and services!

Save the Date for next year’s event scheduled for Monday, October 18,
2021, at SouthShore Country Club!

For more information on sponsorships, registering a team, reserving your spot for 
next year or donating an auction item, please contact Barbara Davis at 
702.616.4450 or barbara.davis@dignityhealth.org.

“SWING FOR ST. ROSE”
  GOLF TOURNAMENT RECAP

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS!
1st Place - The Mark Wiley Group, Keller Williams Realty Southwest
2nd Place - The Mark Wiley Group, Keller Williams Realty Southwest
3rd Place - Radiology Associates of Nevada
Putting Contest - Jeff Burford
Closest to the Hole Winners - Jeff Burford & Carol Cirbes
Longest Drive Winners - Patrick Mai & Julie Kellogg

Presenting Sponsors:
RT Bigelow Charitable Institute

The Mark Wiley Group, Keller 
Williams Realty Southwest

Radiology Associates of 
Nevada/Pueblo Medical Imaging

Gold Sponsors:
Comprehensive Cancer Centers of 

Nevada

Findlay Toyota

Morrissey Insurance

Western Critical Care Associates

Silver Sponsors:
Emerus

Ted Lachowicz

Awards Reception Sponsors:
Comfort Care

Dignity Health Rehabilitation 
Hospital

Breakfast Sponsor:
Levi Strauss & Co.

Hole Sponsor:
Dignity Health Rehabilitation 

Hospital

Hole in One Sponsor:
Ford Country Las Vegas

Closest to the Hole Sponsor:
Chick-Fil-A

Teams:

Blair Bigelow/Patrick Mai

Commissioner
Larry Brown

Mike & Barbara Gunn

Martin-Harris Construction

Optum360

Larry Schiffman

Sound Physicians

Vituity
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